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PREVIEW
This fall looks promising,
with movies vying for
awards, including
“Marie Antoinette.”

GREAT ESCAPES
WACKY MEETS
THE OLD WEST

Just a family day trip
from Laughlin, Oatman,
Avriz., offers visitors a
chance to catch gold-
seekers and gunfights.
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“ TWO ARTIST

Vin Scully & Greg Maddux —
a couple of shooting stars light up Los Angeles.
Catch them while you can.

By Devra Maza — Special to the Daily News

everal seasons ago, | was researching a
baseball screenplay and the Dodgers opened
their stadium to me. I was sitting with the
scouts during an extra-inning game when
two pitchers got up for the Braves in the
visitors’ bullpen. The scouts, busy
with their radar guns, asked
me to ID the relievers with
my binoculars.
“The one on the left is
John Smoltz,” I told them. The
scouts exchanged incredulous looks. “And the
one on the right is Greg Maddux.” Just as they
were about to give up on me entirely, the
distinctive voice of Vin Scully was heard on the
radios that played throughout the ballpark, imbued
with the sense of wonder and awe that would soon
fill the scouts’ faces: “.. And look who's throwing
in the pen. ... There's a combined five Cy Youngs
warming up ..."
Now that four of those Cy Youngs is a Dodger, Scully
has the opportunity to impart that sense of awe and
wonder every fifth day when Greg Maddux makes his start.
“I"1l drive to the ballpark thinking I hope he has a good
game, because he’s such fun to watch,” says Scully.
“I love how he works the hitters.”

While Scully admires what Maddux can do
with a baseball, Maddux in turn says of Scully,
“I always loved his voice, and admired what he's
been able to do with a microphone. ‘As a kid, [
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FLEASE SEE TALE / PAGE 18

Through the years, we've celebrated baseball's best in books, movies and, don't forget, rhymes.
Read Devra Maza's poem about Greg Maddux on Page 17. To hear Vin Smlhvread the poem, go to dailynews.com.
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TALE: LEGENDS

Maddux and Scully, teamed up,
make a historical baseball duo

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

was a big Reds fan, and we used to come to
Dodger games, and Vin Scully was always on
the radio. You could hear him during the game
in the stands.”

And nothing has changed. My experience
with the scouts reminds Scully of a similar
scene prior to the last game of the *65 World
Series. “Don Drysdale and Sandy Koufax were
both warming up at the same time. That was a
memorable moment.”

Giving veice 1o those memorable moments is
what Scully’s job is all about. This season, two
of Maddux's staris display in glorious fashion
how a Hall of Fame breadcaster’s artistry rises
to the occasion when calling the artistry of a
future Hall of Fame player.

Back on April 17, in a game on F‘;N Prime
Ticket when Maddux, visiting with the Cubs,
three-hit the Dodgers in a pitching clinic 1o
victory, Scully, announcing the starters, alerted
fans, “We might have a dandy.”

Then on Aug. 30, in a game televised by
KCAL 9, Maddux, now a Dodger himself, did
virtually everything that could be done on a
bascball ficld to beat the Reds. “It was a perfect
night for a perfect player,” says Scully, who
called it perfectly from the start, setting the tone
for something special:

“As Greg goes up the steps and walks out
towards the mound, he walks out in pursuit of
win 330 in his career. M«dd«xprd;s up the ball
as he has done 5o many rmuee

“I'm a fan up to a point,” says Scully, “and T
think every fan is elevated E
performance.” And when both the player and
broadcaster’s games are “on,” it could be a
game for the ages.

“Exaggerate the essential and
leave the obvious vague.”
— Vincent Van Gogh

The great Impressionist’ sfhilosophy of
painting lends itself to all of the ars, be it
filmmaking or sportscasting. These days,
another Vincent lIIus!m!es how it’s done. Seully
exaggerated the essential in April when he
painted the picture of an at-bat by then Dodger
Dioner Navamo, marveling at Maddux's control
with each pitch:

“He's just taking the Dodgers to school. ...
Ok, kmkjm that. g Navarro was kind of
leaning and he just ran it right inside on the
corner under his hands. He might as well bring
chalk and a Mackboard out there, the way he's
pitching ... Staved in there, 0 and 2 ... Ahh, yes.
Hand them all a diploma. They are graduating
fonight ..."

Scully has also been known to leave the
obvious \.-dgm. when thmng incessant replays he
quips “and he's still ont. "

“He ties pictures together better than
anybody." says Mlchacl Ireland, who directed
the August He can just take shots off
the wall anfmm them fit perfectly into a

ittern.”

It's especially fitting when the subject is
doing some painting of his own. t's when
pitchers hit the comers,” explains Joe Girardi
who caught Maddux during his first stint with
the Cubs and now manages the Marlins. “He
probably painis better than any pitcher in
baseball.™

And what makes a catcher great to Maddux?

“Consistency,” says Madduwx. “Looking the
same way, gwlng that picture of them and
where you're supposed to throw the ball. It's
like staring at the same palmmg for two hours.
The picture never changes.”

“It’s easier if you can get into a rhythm,”
says Girardi, “and Greg's a rhythm pitcher.”

And Scully's a thythm announcer, as fellow
Hall of Fame broadcaster, Bob Wolff ohserves:
“There's something poetic about his style and
the mellifluous tones he uses. He's the only one
with whom you say ‘Oh boy, what a voice!™

Scully compares his skills to skywriting. You
can see it as soon as he says it:

" Maddux, both feet on the rubber, rocks
now to the windup, the I-0 pitch on the way, a
cracked bat and a groundball 1o Lee, he'll do it
himself. Ho-hum, another easy inning for the
marvel that is Madduwx. He might look like the
corner librarian, but he's something. ™

And he has a large palette to draw from,
including a variety of pitches that change
speeds and dart to different locations, Dedgers.
pitching hero Orel Hershiser, now an analyst for
ESPN, knows the ant: “Some guys have to work
strictly in black and white. Other guys can work
in four-color art. When you watch a guy like
Greg Maddux, he has the basic root confidence
that every one of the colors of his paletie are
available throughout the whole game.™

“If Maddux threw 95, everyone
else would have to retire.”
— Pedro Martinez

When I relayed Pedro’s words to Greg, he
retumed the compliment: “Pedro doesn’t have to
pitch, but he does. He's probably one of the
wery few pitchers who could lose 10 miles an
hour off his fastball and still win just as many

.. In the April game, Scully

“They tell me now with age, velocity has
cm aff the bail a bit this year, however ..

Greg ready and deals and ... strike three called.
He's retired nine in a row. ... Same young
Maddux.”

But Maddux isn't mocssanl}; Imkm%mr
strikeouts. “You have to get 2 SyS.
“Strikeouts can be good at times, but for the
most part Ih?v re all worth just one out.
Strikeout or four-hopper to second will
accomplish the same thing the majority of the
time."

“He wants the guy to put the ball in play,”
says Maddux's latest largct Dodgers catcher
Russell Martin. “That’s how he keeps his pitch
count down.” Many fans think strikeouts are.

A TALE OF TWO ARTISTS

Dwerlng the

sexy, but it takes three to five pitches (or more
with foul balls) for a power pitcher to get onc
strikeout, whercas Maddux can get two people
out with one pitch by inducing a rally-killing
double-play groundball.

“Greg's enough to make a hitter hit it
where he wants him to hit it,” says Martin. So
when after a game, Maddux modestly says “1
was fortunate they hit everything at people,”
whiat it really means is that his command was
so amazing that he was able to throw the ball to
the specific spot where a hitter’s bat would hit
it to a specific fielder. It makes him, as
shortstop Rafael Furcal says, “the casiest pitcher
to play defense with” and, for the rest of us, a
joy to watch. S

Former Steve Lyons, now of botl
‘the p mm m:::\ and Fsﬂnmt
hckal's postgame show 52y, “When a guy like
Maddux 15 on his game it's a lot more special
because he has to pitch. It's casier for a guy
who has a 96 mile an hour fastball because if
he gets in trouble, he can reach back and throw
it right by you and you can't hit it. Maddux has
1o trick and get you to swing at bad pitches
all day long. That's what pitching’s all about.™

Roger Clemens ought to know: “To watch
wlmosfm does with the strike zone and the way
that he joggles the hitters’ eyes, up and down
and in and out, I sure would pay to watch him
pitch anytime.”

In the August game versus the Reds, Scully
prepped his audience for a Hall of Fame
mateh-up: “Greg Maddix will be pitching to
Ken Griffey Jr. and that's quite a batile right
there. One guy with 362 home runs and the
other fellow with 329 victories ..

In his first at-bat, Griffey got an infield hit,
hut in his next time up, he hit a comebacker to

Maddux, who had a chance to turn a double
tuay As he fielded the hopper, the winning

tto numbers flashed on-screen. One of them
was 31. Who was your money on?

While Maddux's number has always been 31,
he currently wears 36, which was once womn by
Mike Morgan, the journeyman pitcher who
during his stint with the Dodgers rode a
groundball-inducing sinker to the All-Star game.

But Maddux is nothing if not versatile. In
Griffey’s third at-bat, Maddux got him to fly
out: “Curveball lifted to lefi. Just a long fly
bail. One away, and for Maddwx, one pirch.”

* With that efficient call, Scully celebrated

efficiency itself.

“The adrenaline rush you get
from the crowd is better than
champagne.”

— Vin Scully

Charley Steiner grew up listening to Scully
calling the Brooklyn Dodgers. Now a Dod ers
broadcaster himself, Steiner calls most
games &s well as home games on KFWE 980,
“While he's on television and I'm on radio, we
wark in a parallel universe and for me it's like
oomlng out and play:ng pepper with Babe Ruth

day,” says Steiner. “We're on the same
, but he plays a different game and he just
Iﬂa{n s it at a far higher level me or
bly everybody else who's ever done i.”
That level is where Scully puts Maddux:
“He's like a diamond-cutter out I'J'wm no pun
intended, slicing up the strike zone.” But 1t is
Scully who, while seeing the many facets of the
game, must call them on the fly.
“Vin Scully is the voice of the Dodgers

Greg Maddux has developed an almost

reg miythic
definition of the word ‘pitcher, " says Leo Mazzone, a highly regarded pi

John SooHeoCourtesy of the Los Dodgers

Vin Scully, a Hall of Fame broadcaster, is universally admired for his rhythm and voice in
Dodgers. *“There's something poetic about his style and the mellifluous tones he

uses,” says Bob Wollf, a fellow Hall of Fame broadcaster.

because his voice personifies ull that's great
about the game of baseball and his mind
reaffirms it,” says Wolff. “He looks at the
mental side as well as the physical. That's the
extra edge and that's what Maddux does, He's
the thinking man’s pitcher. He outthinks the
batters.”

Martin thinks he knows how Maddux does it.
“His concentration level is just higher than most
people. He concentrates so much that he
probably slows the game down in his head.”
“That, coupled with his athletic ability, allows
him to quickly read situations and react.

In the course of the August game, Maddux
not only pitched brilliantly, tumed double plays,
hit and squeezed in runs, but, for dessert, gave
fans an assist to remember. The joy in Scully’s
voice accelerated with the play:

“Two an, twe oul, line drm' off the glove of
Garciaparra, Maddwx racing for the throw and
they got him! Oh, what a play! Nothing like
experience, despite that ball being drilled,
despite the fact Garcigparra could flag it and
kmock it down, there was Maddux over fo cover,
I mean if he’s standing, watching, they can't
make a play, bt heeeere he comes...”

After the play, the cameras caught Msddux
with what Seully dubbed “a linle boy grin.”
Between the play and the call, thc grin was
collmglaus

“He sets things up early in the
game to put in your mind and
nine times out of 10 they pay off
later in the game.”

Quick, who's that quote about? If you
addux you'd be right, yet it was said
by Ireland of Scully. Leo Mazzone, one of the
greatest pitching coaches of all time, now guru
1o the Orioles, says virually the same thing
about Maddux:

“He sets them up for late in the game with
men on base, so how he pitches to them the
first time around won't be the same.” Mazzone
has even seen Maddux pitch hitters a certain
way so that mcy'll look for that pitch in a
future game. “You've gotta be pretty good to
do that”

Mazzone has seen some good ones, having
guided the Braves' arms during their dominating
National League reign. If the Yankees once had
“Murder's Row,” the Braves, with Maddux,
Tom Glavine and Smoltz, had *Murderer’s
Throw." Glavine, who may follow Maddux as
the next and last pitcher to get 300 wins, now
pitches for the Mets, which could set the stage
for a surreal postseason matchup, Were Maddux
and Glavine to face off, there would be so
much finesse that night, the stadium itsell
would be stylin’.

‘When hitters adjust, Maddux adjusts to them,
which means sometimes the catcher has to play
catch-up. Ever wonder what that conference on

* the mound's about? The Braves® Eddie Perez,

one of Maddux's best catchers, knows:

“Before the game, he'll say, ‘We won't throw
change-ups to this guy’ and then we get out
there and he starts throwing change-ups. I'll go
ask, “Why'd you change everything?' and he’ll
say, 'Bccamcy:r: chau::d cvcmmhm, and he'll
always be right. That's what makes him
Maddux.”

“1 think cverylhmg s based on what you feel,”
says Maddux. “You get information from the
hitter and use that to select your next pitch."

.. Those pitches include a change-up, cutter,

for his controlled pﬂchss “He Islhs
tehing coach.

Screenwriter Devra Maza
has written a baseball mavie
called “The Show" and is
currently working on one
about horse racing. She

ly writes articles
about film and baseball,

occasional slider, a rare curveball, and of course
a fastball —

“Fastball with movement,” he corrected.
Hitters agree. After the April game, Dodger
Oscar Robles was heard to say, “I've never seen
a pitch move as much. The movement was
incredible.™

He was referring 1o Maddux's two-seam
fastball, also called a sinker. I call it his
“Snagglepuss” pitch because, like that cartoon
lion, it leans one way, but runs another. It's
especially fun to watch him throw it to lefiies.
As it veers inside, their butt shoots out, as if
taking a seat on the bench, but then the ball
comes back to bite the plate. The Reds® Scott
Hatteberg got a firsthand look at “The
Snagglepuss” in the August game and Scully
relayed his surprise:

“... See you later. Hatteberg can’t believe it.
Davidson, the plate umpire, gesturing, “It’s not
my fault. The ball just maves late.” Sa
Hatteberg strikes out .

“He's got Ii\c gmawsl control of any pitcher
I've ever seen,” says Mazzone. "Hcisllv:
definition of the word *pitcher.”™

Having a good umpire helps. “The three men
who are going to have the most impact on the
game are the two mmn,g pitchers and the home
plate umpire and that’s true every night,” says
Yankees broadcaster Jim Kaat, whose ficlding
record of 16 gold gloves for a pitcher Maddux
stands to tie thi SO0,

Great umpires, like John Hirschbeck in the
April game, know that any part of the ball
catching any part of the plate, including the rim,
is a strike.

“0 and 2 the count an Repko. This'll be his
[irst taste of the challenge that is Greg Madduz.
Maddux has struck out three ... make it four.
He's amazing. [ mean ... that was kind of
backdoor. It was off the plate, but it came back.
Sa Repko bows to the magic, and he really is a

WF‘: an illusion built around pitches that
change and “exit” left and right. “You
hmre to be able to locate those pitches and
that’s why he’s so good,” says Martin. * *Cause
he can.”

' “He’s simply the best who's
ever done it.”
— Charley Steiner

Vin Scully remembers sitting in the dugout in
1963 the day before Sandy Koufax struck out
15 Yankees. “Their manager Ralph Houk was

kmi me, “Is he that good?” and I said I just

& pitches the way he can pitch so people
can see just how brilliant he really is. And then
he proceeded to go out there and do wondrous
things.”

:%:cr Maddux’s August game, Scully felt
similar emotions. “1 thought to myself, now
these people see what we've seen over the
years. Now they can understand why this man
has such respect and admiration throu t
‘baschall.” = e

Five years from the season Maddux decides
to make more time for golf, he will invariably
join Scully in The Baseball Hall of Fame. To
Scully, the Hall belongs to those who wear
uniforms, like Maddux, and run teams. “I
always feel I'm in the little wing, in the
garage.” '

But Dodgers great Don Newcombe thinks
Scully’s “an msntutwn Hc's the legend here.
He's a part of the Dodgers' rich history. Vinny
doesn't like accolades, l] Il talk about him
and he can’t do a thing about it.”

“ just marvel at his skill level,” says Sieiner,
“the wordsmith that he is, the timing that he has
and the voice that he was given. As a
broadeaster, 1 study him more than you can
imagine.”

M ile, the players study Maddux, Says
Martin: “You leam something every day when
you're sitting down and listening to him.” His
impact on the team cannot be denied. Scully
‘hinted at it as he recapped Maddux's final play
in the August game:

“A brilliant play, and of course that's the
way the Dodgers have been playing now for a
month, "

‘What had ned a month earlier was that
Greg Maddux had arrived in the Dodgers
clubhouse. 5 Steiner, “It was the turning
point of the season, an enormous day for this
team, Then 72 hours later he pitches six no-hit
inni “That doesn’t thpen You can write
that stufl for & movie. 1 can’t write that, but he
did

For his : part, Maddux calls pitching for the
Dodgers “a rnwb:gc. and with the ability to

tch several more years, he's happy to be here.

"ve always loved coming here as a visiting
player. I've always loved the ere
and to spend more than three days here has
been @ real pleasure. What a great place to
come to work every day.”

Scully knows lhe reelln : “You're going
home thinking, that was unbelievable. How
lucky can [ be to be in the ballpark, because |
love this game, but I also know how hard it is
to play and to get it up 1o such a sophisticated
level, and then to see someone like Maddux
take it to yet another level, that's goosebump
time.™

As Dodgers fans saw, it was “a whale of a
ballgame. ... For Gng Mmia'u.t it was a
mmarka.bk mg&

“He's so special,” says Scully. “He cuuld be
Haley's Comet as far as the Dodgers go.” In
every game in which Scully shines the spotlight
on Maddux, there are two shooting stars,
shining all the brighter in the glow of their
10! Baseball fans should enjoy
watching them while they can, bec.wse as
Ireland cautions, “there’s no doubt
watching something you might never sue

P

For, as Scully says, “the great player brings
us all up a notch.” And the s.real broadeaster
takes us all with him.




