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KEEPING SCORE

U.S. team’s impact
will reach far, wide

PASADEMNA, Calif. — Thirty years from now, 8 woman
running for president of the United States will be asked
about the defining moment of her childhood. And she will
answer, without missing a beat, “The 1999 Women's Worlkd
Cup soccer lournament.”

If it's not @ female presidential candidate, it will be a fe-
male CEO of one of the nation's most successful Fortune 500
companies. Or the top-ranking woman in the military. Or
the female chancellor of one of the great universities.

t's going to happen, In 2029, an im-
portant woman will talk about the
fact that, for the first time in & non-
Olympic year, she waiched and
cheered for women who looked like
she did when she grew up. She will
say the World Cup showed her that
sports could be as inviting o her as
they had been o ner brother, She will

back and say that the sum-
mer of 1999, she never felt silly or un-
pupulm'uruul ulplunep'lqymganls
how t the past
Lnreeweelu have been (o girls and
women in this country, and, indirect-
Iy, to boys and men. To think on a
scale of lesser proportion s to miss

the impact of an event that will be viewed for years to come
as one of the country’s most surprisingly successful sports
stories, no matter what happens Saturday in the Rose Bowl.

"Welzmlhzeplmrul'a'blgmk being thrown into a
Iuge pond,” said Michelle Akers, the d heart and
soul of the wildly popular LS, team. “We don'l know what
the ripple effect will be.”

She is right. We don't know, But we ean iry (o guess.

It's the rare sporting event when in the week leading to
the final, “Who will win® is only the second-most asked
question, behind the runaway winner: “So what happens
next?” But women's soccer has tumed the mainstream
sports world upside down this month. So it’s not a surprise
the massive press corps surrounding this event now is grap-
pling with a concept thal wasn'l on ils radar screen even a
week ago: that of a professional women's soccer league.

‘There may or may not be a U.S. women's professional soc-
cer league in 2001, LS. Soccer sent out a press release
Thursday saying it is looking into the idea, which is a no-

COMMENTARY
By Christine Brennan

mitment, the Sumnmer Olympic Games in Sydney.

Talk about perfect timing: The U.S. women will be gone
from the sports world for
only a few months before re-

grouping for what certainly
will be a national
ing tour heading into the
ics. It's doubtful

But after picking my way
through hundreds of energized, auwlograph-seeking little
girls and boys with their parents at U.5. practices this week,
I'm not particularty certain of anything anymore in sports.

The only thing that would keep these women in the na-
tional viewfinder this summer would be a pro league. It's too
bad that next week a franchise featuring Mia
Hamm can't play a Chicago team led by Brandi Chastain be-
cause people would pay 1o see that game.

Will they come in 2001 Who knows? Victories by the
USA on Saturday and in the Olympics would help, So would
more of those Nike and Gatorade commercials, This team
did a remarkable job of seeping into the culture quicker
than any national L5, sports team in memory. The Ameri-
cans quickly transcended their sport, then approached a
kind of mythical status reserved only for beloved Olympic
teams, like the 1980 men's hockey team that upset the Soviet
Union and won e gold medal.

Where the women go from here is uncertain; it likely will
be a lucrative place. Bul already they know theirs is a re-
markable achievement. Its the rare sporting event where
victory is declared before the final game is played.

Jon Saracenn is away. His colomn returns Monday.

mmgmnmmmbommme although no
e b it the, Agwpheaded George Preston Marshall
was awarded an NFL franchise in

by -
liam “Lone Star” Dietz. By ‘36, Mar-
shall was so upset by tepid fan in-
terest he moved the NFL title game
against Green Bay to New York's Po-

Also on this d:
1942 Five ctays after being
Negro Leag)

beaned and camed off the fieid,
uer and future Hall of Famer Willie Wells.

hits for the Newark (M) Eagles wearing a construc-

tion worker's hardhat that he modified.

At Muirfield in Scotland, Jack Nicklaus wins the first

dmmmmmmmm
Ben Hogan and Mplmvasmeawwmw

win all four of golf's modem grand-slam events.

Nile Kinnick (1918}, the 1939 Heisman Trophy win-
ner for lowa, which named s football stadum for
hiirm, Hes wies killesd in a 1943 Mavy training flight; 1968
Hessman Trophy winner O.J. Simpson (1947),
Ndlmdﬂm mwmm«iw
created baseball’s Al-Star Game, as he was
mlommmmm

1966:

BORN:

against the policy of the Redskin
management to broadcasi nonsports news over the
stadiiom’s public-address system.”
- George Preston Marshall, on wiy the crowd at a
Dec. 7, 1841, game wasn't
fold of news bulletins from Pear Harbor

By Tom Weir
Behroms. Rote' Foothal, Crase’s 1089 Sports Calenclr of Everts; The Baseball Trnmine; The
it Coereiy
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Players put own spm on hitting

Batters keep
alert for any
little edge

By Devra Maza
Special for USA TODAY

'Hilting starts with the
heart.”
That’s what Anaheim Angels

ture — thal you can't be beal,
When you step up o the plate,
you undersiand that this Is
war.”

With basebells flying like bul-
lets, it's an apt analogy, and this
year's All-Star Game hitters are
all armed with dangerous bats.

In a season of incessant hils
and homers, it seems as if the
batters know what's coming on
every pitch, Some of them do,
That's because theyve figured
‘out one of the secrets of batting:
the spin.

“The way the ball is rotating
is the way the ball will move,”
ESPN analyst and Hall of Fam-
er Joe Morgan says. “The spin-
ning seams show the rotation.

“If a batter can see the spin
on a pitch, then he will know
wh}ﬂ\putchitisand be able to

prised
Bili:. Williams and Frank Rob-
inson said they saw spin. Oth-
ers, like Eddie MEH:IEWS. didn’e.

“Ted Williams said he always
siw spin on (he slow curve, butl
he said that's the only time he
actually looked for it Other
than that he was just looking
for speed.” Morgan says. “That
wis amazing to me because
you know the speed by the spin.
How can wu;uﬂgz one if vou

the other?”

game's greatest what they ook
for when they step into the bat-
ter's box. Like Morgan's poll,
the results were eve opening.
The Texis " Rafael

Palmeiro atways looks for spin.
“¥ou have to,” he “Other-
wise you eouldn’t hiL”™

“Being that every baseball
known to man that has ever
been thrown, besides a knuck-
leball, Is spinning, spin's preny
damn important,” the
more Orioles’ Will l’.‘Lnrk sm-'s.
“If T don't see spin on a base-

ba]l then it's a slider. If it spins
over the top, then its a curve-
ball. A splitter kind of tumbles,
50 @ lot can be given away by
the rotation.”

San Francisco Giants greatl
Barry Bonds thinks spin is o bo-
nus. “Yeah, you see spin, but it
doesn't tell you how to react.
Positioning determines that.

“The main objective is to
pick up the baseball, I'm look-
ing for it in my 2one, Other than
that, I dor't want to touch iL”

Seeing is everything

All hitters, even ones who
don't kook for the spin, try to see
the ball as soon as the pitcher
cuts it loose.

“I am looking for the m]e:nse
point every lime,” says (he
relglmm American League

P, Juan Gonzalez of Texas,

‘! nut my wisnt on my right
leg to stay back and use more
uln\vhundasn I can get a long-
er look.”

“T don't see
Diego's Tomy Gu:mn. e ull.l-
mate contact hitter, “The re-
lease point tells you what's go-
ing on. Depending on where a
pitcher's hand is when he lets
g0, sometimes you see some-
thing. If you see a lot of white,
it’s usually a fasthall. You might
see a finger on a changeup,

“You follow from the angle of
releqse and you track the ball
in. Then somewhere between

Wawumwammm-s

the time he lets it go and the
time he gets it over the plote
fmy eyes (21l my brain ‘T need 1o
do this” and I do it and it works.

“When it does, it's & beautiful

thing.”

Padres hitting coach Merv
Rettenmund marvels at
Gwynn's abllity to concentrate,
“He sees the whole picture ot
there af all fimes, but he sill fo-
cuses on the ball. He can even
see the pilcher's fingers on it,
and no one else can do thal”™

Except Hank Aaron. “There
wes absolutely nothing, once 1
got into the batter’s box, that
could distract me from focus-
ing on what I had to do,” he
says. "1 could see, before the
pitcher released the ball —
from just the way he gripped it
or a certain way he held his
wrist — whether it was going to
be a curveball or a fastball.”

Aaron is skeptical about play-
ers who say they see spin con-
sistently. “From 60 feet, at
52 miles an hour, there’s no one
thit can tell me‘l can see i dot

By Mk J. o 4
believes each situation

. "When you step up to the

) he says.

And yet, Aaron had a unique
ability to 200m in on o pitcher’s
hand, anticipate the pitch and
react. “When I into a
groove, it wouldn't make any
difference who was oul there
pliching,” Aaron says. 1 coul

m see if, mmpule it and deal
with it, while it's still speeding
for everyone else, In baseball
that means being able to slow
the ball down in their mind so
that they can see it better.”

The Arizona Diamondbacks'
Luis Gonzalez said he experi-
enced the theory firsthand this
season during his 30-game hit-
ting streak, “Everything looks
real big coming in and you see
tne bau hitting right on the bat

. It just seemed
llhe the whole game was
slowed down.”

Tim Salmon of the Angels
knows the feeling: “When
you're hitting well, it's like slow
motion. You see everything.

“When wou're nol hitting

By 8 Jaeachs 4
Alert: The Rangers' Juan Gon-
zalaz says, '| am looking for the
well, it seems like the pitcher's
arm s just gnlnghlablurand
allo!awddenﬂlehal right in

Going to the ball

So how does @ struggling
slugger slow down o ball?
“¥ou do It with your mechan-
ics,” St Louls hitting coach
Mike Essler advises, “The blg-
gest thing 1 teach is balance.

can do that with authority dey
in and day out, then you be-

come dangerous.”
Pnilaﬂelpnln‘s Scott Rolen
has learned that lesson. “If I'm

you're pulling
hedd and doing stupid stuff, you
Rﬁl Il'lo trouble,”

When you gel comifortable,
you see the ball better,” the Car-
dinals’ Willie says. “You
sart trusting your hands and
you wait longer.™

“The longer you play.” the As-
tros' Jedf Bagwell says, “[he eas-
ier it gets 1o recognize the spin.”

Hall of Famer Frank Rob-
inson can tell when & hitters

nol seeing spin. “You see a lol of
check swings then. When a hit-
ter's in a long slump, he doesn't
even see the release The
better the hitters see the spin,
the quicker they can react.”

Arizona’s Matt Wi ms
knows that spin is a gifl.

“If you could see the spin ev-
ery time, you'd hit 400, You
only have half a second from
the time he releases it to deter-
mine what the pitch is, whether
it's a ball or strike and whether
you're going to swing.”

Some don't look for spin.

movement when it's his fastball
and when it's his breaking
piteh. But wherever it is, you
have to watch the ball™

Sosa’s teammate Mark
Grace agrees. “I'm just looking
for the ball out of his hand and
then I'm going o it.”

“1 think you try to simplify it,
like you do when you're young-
er: se ihe ball, hit the ball.” the
Yankees' Derek Jeter soys.
“Every pitcher has different de-
liveries and different motions
and you just try 1o ignore that
and ook for the release point.”™

“The way I hil, the hasehall
always dictated what I did with
it," Hall of Famer and Angels

allow it o el me if 1 should
pull it or go the other way, if 1
should swing or take il.”

Says the Phillies’ Mike Lie-
berthal: “It's a guessing game. 1
look for how the ball comes in."

For Baltimore's Harold
Baines, it's a matter of M
ence. “Being in the game as
long as T am, you know the gen-
eral area where they're going
to throw the ball, Eighty per-
cent of pitching Is nwa;c 50 1
loak for a ball middle-away.

Rodrigues says,

“but if you concentrate, ymm
going 1o hit the ball hard pretty
rouch all the time,”

And (hat leads to seeing spin.

“When I'm in that zone,” the
Didgers' Gary Sheffield says, “1
know I'm going to get two hits
and  possibly  whatever  else
comes with that.”

The ‘inside’ game

“1 can tell based on what the
pltcher wants me (o do because
of the

dance of clues are stitched into
each one — a pitcher’s arsenal,
his stuff that night, how he's got-
ten that hitter out before — and
can be calculated into the com-
puter that is a hitter's brain,

Bul “you better not be doing
that when you're up there”
savs, “If you don't have it
¢ in your computer,
re dead.”

you're

“Hitting is timing and coor-
dination,” Hall of Fame pitcher
and TES analyst Don Sutton
says, “Successful pitching is dis-
rupling that.”

Whelher il's by changing
speeds or arm slols, “the more
things you give a hitter to look
at, the harder it Is for them to
get comfortable,” Dodgers ace
Kevin Brown

says.

Adds Vaughn: “Some days
you've got to walk back to the
dugout, put your helmet down
and internalize why you ol
beat. 1 don't care who you are,
sometimes you just have to say
that plicher was better than me

and that's the way it is."

But hitters still hope for the
days when it all works, whether
i's the spin, the release point or
just the best of all guesses,

On those days “you're just do-
Ingevermlng right. You're po-

loned right. Your hands feel

good You see the ball early”
Bonds says. “You're having suc-
cess and youre enjoying the
ride.”

Screenwriter Devra Maza is
wriling & baseball movie called
The Show,
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How does
he do it?

Hitting a moving
spherical ball with a
cylindrical bat is the
mast difficult skill in
sports. Top hitters of
today and yester-
year discuss the se-

Watch closely: The Yankees' Derek Jeter focuses on the pitichers
crets. In Focus, 3C redese point to home in on what piteh & coming,

samm

SPORTSLINE

A QUICK READ ON THE TOP SPORTS NEWS OF THE DAY

TASEBALL/AMERICAN 6,15
Chicage 6, Karsas City 5 Teeoriln 11, Baltrrre 6
pa Bay 3 Boston 2 Nesw York 3, Detroit 2
9 Mirmesota
NATIONAL Coverage, 3, 546, 15C

Montreal 4. New York 3 Los 11, Colorado 8
Chicago 9, Pittsburgh 4 Atlanta 5, Flonida 2
Gincinnati B, 5t Lous 5 Asizona B, Houston 7 (11)
BASKETBALL/wnBA 10,15C
Litah &1, Washington 65 Mo York 84, Cloveland 49
N T —

o 74, Houston 63

SOCCER/MLs

Tampa Bay 2, San Jose 1

Coverage, 13, 15C

WISE DECISION: Mew York Yankees manager Joe
Torre wiped out what little suspense remained and named
Boston's Pedro Martinez as the American League's starting
pitcher for the AllStar Game on Tuesday al Fenway Park.
Martinez is 15-3 with a
210 earned run aver-
age for the Boston Red
Sox, and Torve made it
official in a conference
call with reporters
Thursdy. “Pedro Mar-
tinez will be my starter
— even tl I'm not
officially allowed to
tell you that” Torre
sald, “If he's not, [ bet-
ter manage this game
from New York." San
Diego Padres manag-
er Bruce Bochy made
one change to his Na-
tional League roster,
substituting Cincinnati
Reds rookie reliever
Scoll Williamson  for
San Francisco Glants
closer Robb Nen, who
plans to rest an injured
elbow. Williamson is 7-3 with a 1.55 ERA and 10 saves. {Ad-
vice for ill-informed All-Star watchers, 6C)

iy e v, AP
Best bet: Red Sox piicher Pedro
Martinez will start at Ferway.

FILLED UP: The 24-man roster for the USA's Pan Am
Games baseball team was named Thursday, mixing veteran
professionals such as inflelder Cralg Paquette with top
young prospects such as left-hander Mark Mulder, an Oak-
land A's farmhand. The Games begin later this month in
Winnipeg The USA's first game is July 26. The USA must fin-
ish first or second to secure a berth for the 2000 Olympics in
Sydney, Australia. (Roster, 150)

SAFE RETURN: Greg Norman's stolen golf clubs have
been returned, just in time for the British Open next week.
James Jankowski, 22, who apparently stole two sets of cus-
tomized Cobra clubs from Morman's garage July 3, returned
them earlier this week after realizing they were the Austra-
lian's tournament clubs. “1 don't think he knew at the time
he'd stolen the tournament clubs of Greg Norman,” Jupiter
Island (Fla.) police officer Bill Smith said. Nerman said in a
statement he was “very pleased o get my tournament clubs
back.” Tankowski, who had worked on Norman's roof about
a week earlier, was arrested Wednesday night and charged
with grand theft and a probation vilation.

UNDER REVIEW: The U5, Justice Department has fin-
ished gathering evidence and is deciding whether to seek in-
dictments in the 2002 Salt Lake City Winter Olympics brib-
ery scandal. Salt Lake spent $800,000 on 14 International
Olympic Commitiee members, including travel expenses,
entertainment, gifts and scholarships for their children, and
cash payments. Ten [0C members resigned or were ex-
pelled, and two former top Salt Lake bid officials lost their
Jobs in the scandal. The FBI reportedly questioned at least
four 10C members in May. Investigators also have looked at
whether Salt Lake violated its tax-exempt status or if recipi-
ents failed to pay axes due on payrments.

BET AND BREAKFAST: Bettors at Lone Star Park
now can place wagers on their way to work without leaving
their cars. The Thoroughbred track in Grand Prairie, Texas,
will open four drive-through service lanes Friday morming,
min by fast-food “This
is just something that will make life a little easier,” track
spakesman Darren rs said. Bettors also can cash win-
ning tickets of &5 much as $100 at the windows. Lone Star
Park i& the second track to offer drive-up betting. following
Keeneland in Lexington, Ky. It also offers cash machines for
bettors and & playground and picnic area for families,

Written by Gary Graves with staff and wire reports
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’ Chinese pride
transcends politics, 12C

- Starting lineups,
llead-to -head, 13¢

Final approach: Let it loose

COVER STORY

Goalkeepers:
Don’t expect
any handouts

By David Leon Moore
USA TODAY

PASADENA, Calif. — Out of communist China, which
seems 50 cold and humoriess and s officially godless,
comes goalkeeper Gao Hong, a woman with a mis-
chievous little smile who is considered something of a
merry prankster on China's World Cup soccer team and
is among the 1% of Chinese who are Christian,

Gao (pronounced G-ow) has hardly been tested in

Open arms: China's Gao Hong
fears no camern or forward,

Cup team.

She's been an athletic backstop for Team USAs some-
what leaky defense, especially in a 240 semifinal win
apainst Brazil. Her greatest contribution so far?

Saving her teammates” butts,

Tt is good to get to know these two women on the eve
of the final, which is perhaps the most anticipated wom-
&8 2ports event in history, Gao and Scurry are (he only
two players on the field who will be allowed o touch the
biall with their hamds, So the outcome of the greatest cel-
ebration of women's athletics we have seen in some

time could well be up to them.
They can handle it

Emphasiz¢ the pressure on them, and Gao will just
smile that sly smile of hers. You know she has a good set
of hands, and you also suspeet that she has something up

her sleeve,

Please see COVER STORY next page &

China's  impressive
march e Saturdiy’s
Women's World Cup
final, Her greatest
contribution so far?

Making her team-
mates X

Out of the upper-
middle class sub-
urts of the Ameri-
can upper Midwest,
and off the playving
fields of the red,
white and blue LS,
youth soccer revolu-
tion, comes goal-
keeper Briana Scur-
ry. a black woman
who calls hersell
“the fly in the milk”

hwmwb\ﬁu\b&ﬁ‘g Briana Scumy has steadied Team
h her cutwardly quiet leadership and inner intensity.

LISA, wit

By Peter Brewington
USA TODAY

CLAREMONT, Calif. — The
.S, women's soccer team will
come onto the World Cup field
ready to play its trademark, at-
tack-atall-oosts style of soccer,
coach Tony DiCieco promises.

“We play American-style soc-
cer, which is very aggressive
with a commanding, take-

attitude,” he says,

Kickoff in the Rose Bowl:
350 pm. ET Satardzy.

After light workouts, the
USA picked up the pace Thurs-
day. Tilfeny Milbrett got nailed
in the back by a Mia Hamm
ilast in a hard scrimmage,

Afterward a media swarm
descended on the US. team.

Told that Chinese scoring
‘whiz Sun Wen is predicting vie-
tory, Milbredt said: “Its OK if
she wants to sty it, but I'm not
0ing to sy it. You never know,
TRhings can go wrong.”

The media circus seemexd (o
annoy the Chinese, who had a

closed practice planned right
after the Americans and want-
ed the camerss to leave.

Instead. they watched as sev-
eral U5, subs ook molorcycle
rides on the field from local
cops, who had provided an es-
cort for the team. The police
had to help the team through
maore than 2,000 fans trying to
catch a gllmme nI the plavers
al Pomona Coll

After \mppmg :nlwsh the
lournament, some wonder if
China i ripe ﬂur'n!eldown with
the USA ready to roll.

“I've a sneaking suspicion
China played its fingl in the
semis,” says British journalist
Colin Aldis, referring to China’s
50 rout of Norway last week.

Strkes ane high.

The ULS. women have spent
four years wailing (o recapture
the title they couldn’l success-
fully defend in , losing 1o
Norway 140 in the semifinals.

China falled to win the '91
Cup on home soil and was
again denied in "85

World Cup final
3:30 p.m. ET Saturday
Pasadena, Calif,, ABC

By st Hanasies, LA TODWY

By Rt Hanashin, LA TE0KY

Got that? U.S. coach Tony DiCiceo talks strateqy during Thursday's practice at Pomona College in Claremant, Cailif,, in preparation for Satunday’s Wemen's Werld Cup final.

USA SNAPSHOTS®

Adook at statistics that shape thi sports workd

Pig’pens

for blown Saves in a season eﬁl’ah!ﬂiﬁ has
been kapt only since 1988):

Pl Tovonsgh ity T

St. Louis, 1998 29
N.Y. Mats, 1897
28
Califormia
Angels, 1588 28
Maontreal, 1891

Bource: Rotads Rekef Mary

By o Bosck and e T LESA TODAY

Dougherty leads Senior Open

By Jerry Potter
USA TODAY

WEST DES MOINES, lowa
— Ed erty ook aim at
the U.S. Senior Open on Thurs-
dity, but Gil Morgan and Hale
Irwin might just be setling their
sights for the weekend,

Dougherty shot 30 on the
back nine at Des Molnes Golf &
Country Club to finish at 4-
under-par 68 and take a two-
stroke lead over Morgan,
Bruce Summerhays and Waller
Hall at 70. He has a three-
stroke lead aver seven olhers,
including Irwin, Graham
Marsh and Dave Stockton, all
former Senior Open champs.

“Had I putted a little better I

could have shot 4 or 5 under
par,” sald Irwin, the defending
chempion.

Irwin added that 4 under par
wiss an excellent score for the
first round, but he didn't think it
would be good encugh 1o win
Surdiry.

“I don't know what the win-
ning score will be, but I don't
tnLnk it is gnlng to be 4 under
par,” Irwin sai

Duughzr[} {pmnuunced
DOCK-erdee) took advantage
of cooder temperatures and cal-
mer winds [0 recover from a
front-nine 38 and shool & rec-
ard-tying 30 on the back nine,

He buill the score on an
elght-hole stretch where he was

under par

“One of these days I'm going
to be sitting at a bar and say,
‘Hey, I made r\mesglﬁ in the
Senior Open,’ " said Dougherty,
51, of Linwood, Pa.

Said Summerhays: “When 1
started this morning 1 could tell
there were going 1o be some
B00d scores because (he greens
were receptive to shots. If you
ook at first rounds of Opens,
players get out ahead and then
they come back because the
greens get firmer and the
course gets more difficull.”

Only 11 players broke par 72,
and Dougherty was he only
one 1o shoot in the G0s,

» Bates moves to front
in Mil 14C

Fleury is latest to benefit
from Rangers’ spending

By Kevin Allen “Hopefully the message
USA TODAY Rangers' funs sense ks our
ownership i committed to

The New York Rangers,
out of the playoffs the last
W0 seasons, are beating op-
ponents with tnelr wallet,
Free-agent winger Theo
Fleury, one of tM NHL's
most consistent  scorers,
signed a three-year, 521 mil-
lion deal Thursday. With Val-
eri Kamensky and Stephane
Quintal signed earlier, the
Rangers will pay $49.4 mil-
lion to three players — and
they're still shopping.

giving them the best pos-
sible product,” general man-
ager Nell Smith sabd,

The deals add $18.45 mil-
lion to the 1999-2000 payroll,
though Wayne Gretzky's re-
tirement offsets some.

“Once the Rangers y.l out
of the (freeagent) game, it
will start 1o be & more real-
istic playing feld.” Toronto
executive Bill Watters said.

» Fleury brings fire, 2C

READ THE USA TODAY EUROPEAN EDITION AND USA TODAY ASIA & PACIFIC EDITION WHEN TRAVELI

G ABROAD
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THE ART
OF HITTING

ALL-STAR
SLUGGERS SHARE
THEIR VIEW FROM
THE PLATE, 3C

Matt Williams: Hitters
*have half a second,’ 3C

[anr—
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NEWSLINE

A CUACK READ ON THE NEWS

WALL STREET: Dow Jones industrial average falls
60.47 points to 11,126.8%; Nasdag index rises 28.82 points (o
277186; 3-year Treasury bond yield dips to 5.99%.

B Japan's Nikkei average folls 66 points, 04%, to 17,901 at
1am ET today; yen is 12162 per dollar, Hong Kong's Hang
Seng index rises 39 points, 0.3%, to 14,266,

AMERICAN KHRUSHCHEV: sergei Khrushchey,
___ left, son of the Russian Cold
N

War jcon Nikita Khrushchey,
will become an American cit-
izen Mondzry. His new life as a
Rhode Bl'md suburbanite, he
siys, i8 50 good he wanls to
meake it official, 4A.

EXECUTION: Fiorida
electricchair execution set
for today is postponed after
blood is seen on chest of elec-
trocuted man Thursday: 3A.

MEDICAL DROP: air
Force jet heads to South Pole
o deliver medicine to female
worker with a potentially can-
cerous lump in breast. 34

POVERTY TOUR: President Clinton wraps up tour of
impoverished areas of USA in Walls section of Los Angeles,
calls for investrent in future workforce. SA.

TERRORISM THREAT: United States ks vulnerable
o terrorist attacks, report says, citing bureaucracy, lack of
coordination and old technology as factors. 11A.

CHICAGO GUNS: Prison time will automatically be
sought for people carrying guns without permit. 3A.

INVESTMENT HOT LINE: From how to get started
1o how 1o retire, Experts dole out advice for investors, 3B,

TODAY'S DEBATE: Tobacco ruling, In USA TODAY'S
opinion, “Florida tobacco verdict marks shift in attitudes on
smoking. Real solution to smoking lies elsewhere” 144,

» “The judge should never have permitted this trial o go
forward as a class action,” Robert A Levy says. 14A.

5

Khrushchew: Not bluffing
when he says, ‘| Bke it hera,'

MONEY: Toyota is turning down chance to settle Justice
Department deal in pollution-detection computers case. 1B,
B Megaplex race putting pinch on theater operators. 1B,
I Sales of pickups cooling, automakers haul out deals. 1B,
P United States opposes Japan's manipulation of yen. 1B.

SPORTS: Ea sty takes early lead in ULS, Senior
; Hale Irwin still in the hunt. Golf. 1,14C.

P New York Rangers sign Theo Fleury. NHL. 1,2C.

LIFE: 10 great places to ... rule an island. 3D,

B Chrysler concept cars fuel fantasies. Test Drive, 10D,

I Coming clean with soap-making secrets. 11D,

B American Pie a little bit tart. Movie reviews. 12,14E.

COMING NEXT WEEK
All-Star guide
Previewing the bi
ball gamng Look?rg
over the rosters and
tales of Boston's

‘Green Monster’
wall in Fenway Park.

“Groen Monster’ # Tuosdey

Ad Track rewind
A look back at the past six months in ads, Monday

Written by John 0. Buckley

In @USA TODAY.

Crossword 120
Editorial'Opinion~ 14-15A
Lotteries 12D
Marketplace Today 12- 130
State-by-state
§9505 Stocks 4-6,11- 148

11111

1909 LISA TODAY, a o Co, b
Subscriptions, customer service: 1-800-USA-0001
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SECTIONS

USA SNAPSHOTS®

Aok at statistics that shape the nation

By Scom Doack: s Guin Tian, USA FOCKY

LOST in-(

P Heat on goalkeepers, 1C

WOMEN’S WORLD CUP SOCCER CHAMPIONSHIP

90,000 fans will watch USA vs. China Saturday

> Marketers lukewarm, 1B

P Teams, head to head, 13C

F
| -
Vg

All smiles: The Word Cup team clowns for the camera in Claremont, Cald., Thursday. ABC will broadcast the final against China at 3:30 pm. ET Saturday. Players ID'd on 2A.

Will interest continue heyond game?

By Erik Brady
USA TODAY

A generation ago, LS, sports pages car-
ried few storles about soccer and even few-

the most important in women's Sports

ry. Which in turn tempes great thinkers to
Iry to divine the bigger picture, Does all
his herakd a cultural sea change? Whither
women's sporis at the dawn of a new mil-

The big-think questions

er about women — to say nothing of wom-  lennium?
en's soccer. But this
weekend the Girls of Sum- COVER STORY

mer own headlines from
sea Lo shining sea.

The United States will play China on Sat-
urday in the final of the Women's Workd
Cup, Nearly 90,000 fans are expected to fill
the Rose Bowl, the most to watch a wom-

en's-only sports event.

That makes this game, by one standard,

on an empty net

can look silly stacked up

next to TV ratings no larg-
er than a good college
football Rame Bul maybe trying o mea-
sure the moment —

ings or middling marketing dollars — is to
miss the polnt entirely, like shooting wide

Maybe what counts most s that these

histo-

— Ahrough tiny TV rat-

quired o treat them fairdy.
hone soccer skills, but federal law can’l be-
Bin lo explain the surge in popularity.

Government can never legislate penuine
Enterest. That can only Bappen on its own,
like spontaneous combustion,

the kinetic force of their

players,
play on the field and their personalities off
of i, have made a country care aboul them
i ways that did not seem possible even &
few weeks 220,

They are children of Title IX, all women
who came of age athletically at a time
when high schools and colleges were ne-

. That helped

Please see COVER STORY next page »

[T —

Shush: Mia Hamm tries to quist
fans; in the photo above, she
ducked behind her teammates.

First lady

bucks

U.S. Israel policy

By Barbara Slavin
and Kathy Kiely
USA TODAY

Hiltary Rodham Clinon has
tokd an Orthodox Jewish mg:ml—
zation that she considers Jerusa-
lem “the eternal and
ndn hile capital of Is-

el @ départure from
foreign

her hushands
palicy.

She also said, in a bet-
terﬂmwmlc‘lm

sents about 1,000 Orthodon: Jew-
Ish =y

ATEROEUES,

Middle East and LS. political
observers sy her comments,
which came as she considers nun-
ning for a US. Senade seat from
New York, were an effort (0 court
e stiale’s pivolal Jewish vole and
quedl the impression that she

Lsraeli audience in Switeerland
thit she: fvored creation of a Pal-
estinian state,

The policy of the: United States
and & that the
fate of Jerusalem should be nego-
tated.

ing was awkwand her
COmMmEents came  fust
before new lsraeli

Minister Ehud

official visit to Weshing-
lon next week.

Orthodox  Union
President Mandell Ganchrow
called the first lady’s response “a
step in the right direction.”

Ziyad Abu Zayed, minister for
Jerusalem in the Au-

Internet gap widening

Study: Revolution bypassing poor, minorities

By David Licberman
USA TODAY

The gap between those who
use the Internet and those who
don't is widening and becoming
“one of America’s leading eco-
nomic and civil rights issues,”
the US. Department of Com-
méree concluded Thursday ina
major study of Internet use,

13 report found thal the In-
ternet revolution is largely by-
passing the poor, minorities
and those who live in rural
communities and inner cities.

“They aren't getting connect-
ed al home or al work,” said
Larry Irving, assistant secre-
tary of communications and in-
Tormation. As the Internet be-
comes a key resource in
education, job training, shop-
pungﬂndneﬂlmcsm itis mrr

thority, said: “If she wants to run
for the Senate, she should find

pense of the Palestinkans.”

idly

the telephone.”

The defies expecta-
tions that the gap between the
Internel’s haves and have-nots
would narrow significantly with

sides with the
year, she told an Arab-

I Campaign swing, BA

berSpace? =

falling prices,
It Bmmd Imteml that

market saturates ot the high
end, and low-income people
still aren’l able to afford ser-

vices," sald Tory Wilhelm, di-
rector of communications pol-

icy at the Benton Foundation.

For example, about 42% of
all households have a PC. But
they'ne in about 80% of homes
in which families make §75,000
or more & year and in fewer
than 16% in which families
make less than $20.000.

Income isn't the only vari-
able. The gap in Internet use
between whites and blacks ex-
panded to 20.7 percentage
peoinits last year (32.4% of white
households ve. 11.7% of black)
from 13.5 percentage points in
1997, The difference between
white and Hispanic use in 1908
rose to 105 percentage points
from 12.5.

Internet use also grows with
age and peaks at 35% among
those 45 (o 54. But it plummets
after that: Only 15% of people
55 and older are on line.

The departrnent says its find-
ings show that Internet have-
nots do take advantage of on-

tech.usatoduy.pom

line services in public places
such as schools and libraries.

Commerces study of Inter-
net use, its third, i one of the
mest reliable and one of the
few that looks at Internet users
and non-users alike. The data
come from questions added to
a Census Bureau survey in De-
cember of 48,000 households, a
much larger sample than most
private polls.

Some experts noted thal the
social divide could widen as
wealthier people start (o buy
high-speed Internet connec-
tions. They will be able to take
advantage of more sophisti-
cated inleractive services, in-
cluding ones (hal make il far
easier for people o work at

home,

“Kids in affluent homes and
suburban kids are going to have
more familiarity with this new
technobogy than poor kids, and
kids from inner cities, rural ar-
eas and Indian reservations,”
Federal Communications Com-
mission Chairman Bill Ken-
nard sakd, “Not everyone is ben-
efiting from the new economy.”
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